
E-Commerce for Your Small Business

Being your own boss has many benefits, but it's not always easy.  The Internet has created a global marketplace that's
immediately accessible via websites and e-mail.  There are business resources at our fingertips and a world of customers
is only a mouse click away.  With e-commerce, success is one step closer to those willing to step out on a limb and take
the plunge.

Getting Down to the Basics
E-commerce is a service that is conducted over the Internet by companies and enterprising individuals. Through e-
commerce, your small business can obtain and offer a world of services.  You can buy and sell all kinds of products, from
shoes and makeup to cars and even property.  There really is no limit to what you can do with e-commerce. 

An e-commerce system is fairly easy to set up.  You can get started the minute you decide to start your small e-
commerce business.  There are facilities available to help anyone, regardless of the amount of startup cash they have on
hand, to make their entrepreneurial dreams come true.  

Getting Started
If you're new to the world of e-commerce, here are a few tips to make the transition a little easier: 

*  Study the market and know your customers before you launch your business.  Be prepared for the success that awaits
you. 

*  To implement e-commerce for your small business, you'll need a good computer with a fast Internet service provider.

*  Create a well designed website that highlights the professionalism of your business.  Your website will be your initial
introduction to many customers, so think of it as a well-dressed shop window.  If created properly, people will stop to have
a better look.  It's then up to you to get those window shoppers to go inside and make a purchase.

*  If you don't know much about web design, consider hiring a professional to build your website.  There are also many
professional web hosting companies that will be able to walk you through the process of designing your own site. 
Remember, your website will represent you and your business, so this is no time to cut corners. 

 *  You must have a secure and reliable means of accepting payment for your goods and services.  Paypal is a common
tool used by many people for buying and selling, and anyone with a Paypal account can make a purchase with a major
credit card.  You can also set your site to accept credit card payments for those customers who don't have Paypal
accounts. 

Getting to Easy Street
E-commerce provides an easy way to get your small business up and running.  It will not, however, take away your
responsibilities for maintaining your customer base and realizing your own success.  It can take as much work, if not
more, to become successful through e-commerce, because you don't have the opportunity to let your customers touch
and feel the products.  Be prepared to work hard and take many steps before you hit Easy Street. 

Using e-commerce for your small business can be the tool you need to finally be your own boss.  With a world of
customers and opportunities at hand, your only limits are the amount of time and effort you're willing to invest. 
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